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An Adulrerine Castle on .Fszriﬂgdﬂﬁ Cluwmp,
Berkshire

Bv E. T. Lzens, M.A., F,5.A,
[Read sth December 1935]

Frou the market-place at Faringdon the Oxford road mounts
steadily, passing under the north slope of the hill known
variously as Faringdon Clump or Faringdon Folly. The hill is
a rounded knoll, the summit of which stands so5 fr. O.D. and,
besides being a well-known landmark in the Vale of White
Horse, commands an extensive prospect in every direction.
Like Cumnor Hurst, Shotover, Brill and others, it is one of
a series of undenuded caps of Cretaceous sands overlying Berk-
shire oolites that crop out at intervals between Faringdon and
Aylesbury. The sands are ferruginous, dark yellow with hghter
sands below, divided by a layer of sandstone rock. On the
summit of the hill is a clump of beeches and Scotch firs, prob-
ably planted here, as on so many similar eminences, in the late
eighteenth or early nineteenth century,

Early in the summer a trench, 22 ft. square, 7 ft. wide and 7 1t
deep, was excavated in their midst for the foundations of a tower
that Lord Berners had decided to erect, and it was while this
initial work was in progress that my attention was called by
Mr. D. L. Stevenson of Faringdon to the discovery of skeletons
in the trench. All that need be said here about them is that they
lay ata depth of some 31 ft., without any traces of regular burial,
in great disorder, in one case the body lying immediately on top
of another. For the results that have subsequently emerged and
which form the subject of this report entire credit must be given
to Mr, Stevenson, since within a few days the other details of
the site, which impelled me to realize the desirability of further
investigation, would have disappeared without record.

These details consisted of signs of disturbance appearing in
the walls of the trench, briefly the insertion of large masses of
clay in two trenches cut in the sand, one wider and deeper than
the other, the upper part of the wider mass being covered with
what may be described as a platform of clay g in. thick. All this
began at a depth of 21 to 3 ft, below a thick layer of mixed earth
and sand, with some g in. of humus above, The course of the
subsequent work will perhaps be better understood if the sec-
tions and other observations revealed at this stage are explained
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in some detail. For this purpose the sections of the west, north,
and east sides of the trench are placed around the ground-plan,
and below, the corresponding sections of the west, north, and
east faces of the unexcavated block, 8 ft, square, in the middle of
the foundations are shown in one line (pl xxix). Starting fram
the west of the outer wall of the trench there appears close to its
southern end a trench 3 ft. deep and 4 ft. wide, filled with blue
clay. There follows a block of undisturbed sand, itz northern
edge sloped and revetted with a laver of clay. Bevond this point
the remainder of the west and the greater part of the norch
wall presented a mass of jumbled clay and sand topped by an
irregular layer of clay. At the eastern end of the north wall
was a clay revetment mn reverse direction to that on the east face.
Passing to the east wall the clay platform lay evenly on the
natural sand for some § fi. Beyond this the sand rose for a foot
in height until it was again interrupted by a large clay-filled
trench, some 7 ft. wide at the top, about 4z ft, deep, and 4 fi.
wide at the bottom. Between this and the south wall was the
natural sand. The corresponding faces of the unexcavated cube
showed only a short length of clay platform on the east face,
but this layer extended right across the northern fice and round
the corner to four feet along the west face, overlying 4 mass of
mixed clay and sand, as on the north wall of the trench, but here it
had retained its level position, since for the most part the under-
lving marerial was shallower, banked up against the sides of the
trench into which it had been thrown. The greater thickness
towards the north wall—ir was traced to 14 ft. deeper below the
bottom Hoor of the foundation-trench—underwent shrinkage
and contraction from pressure, causing disruption in the even
Hoor of the clay platform above it. '

Turning back to the east wall of the trench, [ was fortunate
to be able to see part of the clav-filled trench extending along
the floor of the foundation-trench to a distance of 5% ft., ae
which point it terminated abruptly, Inguiries elicited the in-
formation that the clay-filled trench exposed on the west wall
similarly stopped short at about a distance of some § ft., thus
leaving a gap of some 8§ ft, between their ends. :

What we had arrived at was therefore part of an interrupted
trench-svstem curving across the south side of the trench, and
on the northern side a much wider clav-filled trench with 2
roughly corresponding curve, the northern edge of which was
not known,

At first sight the south wall of the foundation-trench appeared
to have been undisturbed, but later it became quite evident that
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