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An Adulterine Castle on Fam&-?g&z’m Clump,
Bertkshire

(Second Report)
By E. T. Leeps, M.A., F.5.A.

InvesTicaTION of this site in July 1935, reported in the Ansig.
Fourn. xvi, 165, was severely limited by time, and, since certain
problems still remained unsolved, advantage was taken of the
presence of the University Camp for Unemployed at Eynsham
in July 1936 to endeavour to clear up some of these problems.
For this purpose additional radial trenches were driven at various
points of the compass and the ground immediately south of the
tower was also examined. Although the weather was less favour-
able than in 1935, nevertheless a fair amount of work was done,
resulting in an appreciable addition to our knowledge of the
construction of the fortification.

Again we have to thank Lord Berners for kindly allowing
turther disturbance of the ground around the tower, and again
we have to bear witness to the keenness and energy shown by
the members of the camp, often under trying climatic conditions.

In the first report the difficulty of co-ordinating the various
sections of clay-insertion was noted ; in this connexion the work
of 1936 has enabled us to prepare a more intelligible plan of
their disposition. From this it becomes clear at once that, in
spite of gaps in the clay at certain points, notably due west of
the tower, the inner fortification consisted of a keep on a central
clay platform, surrounded by a rampart, the basis of which was
two clay-filled trenches. At the time the trench N1 was exca-
vated in 193¢ a small laver of clay was discovered (First Report,
p. 170) a short distance north of the line a1—s 1. The position
of this layer, which was not considered sufficiently definite to
be inserted in the plan, has now been added to it, because the
work of 1936 has shown that, as at e-F, there was undoubtedly
a second clay-filled trench running round the keep, but that
nowhere was it as deep as the inner trench, shown on the 1935
plan. Indeed, in places the clay in the outer trench was no more
than 3 to 4in. in thickness. The interval between the two
trenches, as shown on the plan, was found to differ considerably
at various points ; much time was devoted to cross-checking the
measurements, but no essential error was revealed thereby. It can
only be concluded that the original layout was not very regular,
the main purpose of the trenches being to provide something
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